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NEWSLETTER

The Coalition for Public Safety Training in School,
Inc. (CPSTS) is in support of Eric Blessed Carpenter-
Grantham, and the bill passing of Eric’s ID Law.  

In the heart of Maryland, a young man named Eric
Blessed Carpenter-Grantham was on a mission. At just
20 years old, he was not just a college student pursuing
a dual degree in General Studies with a focus on
Political Science and Media Production; he was also a
passionate advocate for those with invisible disabilities
like his own.

From an early age, Eric faced challenges that many
could hardly fathom. Diagnosed as high-functioning
autistic, he navigated a world that often misunderstood 

him. His memories of bullying and isolation at school
lingered, and a traumatic experience from his childhood,
heart bypass surgery at just 11, shaped his resilience. As
he grew older, the shame that once clouded his identity
transformed into a proud acceptance of who he was. 

Fueled by his experiences and the worries of his mother,
Linda Carpenter-Grantham, Eric felt a stirring mission to
create a safer environment for individuals with invisible
disabilities. The catalyst for his advocacy came in the
wake of George Floyd's tragic death, which left a profound
mark on society and prompted conversations about
systemic issues, including those affecting marginalized
communities. Linda's fears for Eric's safety only intensified
with each news report, igniting a flame within him to
instigate change.
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“PATHWAYS TO SERVICE”

AUTISM: EMBRACE UNIQUENESS
FOSTER UNDERSTANDING
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Eric ’s ID Law was born.  A proposed Maryland
legis lat ion that  would al low indiv iduals wi th
invis ib le disabi l i t ies to voluntar i ly  add a
marker to their  state ID. This smal l  but
s igni f icant symbol would s ignal  to law
enforcement and others that  the person might
need special  assistance or understanding
dur ing interact ions.  Er ic envis ioned a future
where indiv iduals l ike himsel f  would feel  seen
and protected, rather than judged or
misunderstood.

With the support  of  h is mother and a growing
team of a l l ies,  Er ic embarked on a journey
that was both daunt ing and exhi larat ing.  He
passionately shared his story wi th anyone who
would l is ten,  at tending community forums,
reaching out to local  pol i t ic ians,  and
networking wi th organizat ions that
championed disabi l i ty  r ights.  He spoke wi th
raw honesty about h is struggles and tr iumphs,
framing his narrat ive not just  as a personal
batt le,  but  as a broader cal l  for  empathy and
awareness.

After  re lent less effor ts,  d iscussions,  and
negot iat ions,  the moment f inal ly  arr ived. On
May 13, 2025, Governor Wes Moore s igned
Eric ’s ID Law into effect .  The sense of  t r iumph
was overwhelming as Er ic stood wi th his
supporters,  wi tnessing the f ru i t  of  h is labor
transform into real i ty.  The law off ic ia l ly  took
effect  on October 1st ,  and wi th i t ,  the hope of
safer,  more inclusive interact ions for
count less Marylanders began to unfold.

As news of  the law spread, there was a
tangible exci tement.  Over 17,717 Marylanders
proudly donned the ERIC's Butter f ly  Logo on
their  state IDs, a symbol of  recogni t ion and
safety for  those wi th invis ib le disabi l i t ies.
Each badge represented a l i fe touched by
Eric ’s t i re less f ight .
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Each one is a test imony to his bel ief  that  everyone deserves understanding.

Ref lect ing on his journey,  Er ic fe l t  a sense of  fu l f i l lment.  What star ted as a young man's
personal  struggle had blossomed into a movement that  empowered others.  With grat i tude in
his heart ,  he cont inued to advocate for  those who were of ten over looked, reminding the wor ld
that  strength l ies in uni ty and that  even the smal lest  voices can create monumental  change.

Er ic celebrates Aut ism Awareness Month every Apr i l  wi th his Blue Runway Fashion Show
sponsored by Macy's.  Er ic 's models are f rom the aut ism and invis ib le disabi l i ty  communit ies,
which t ru ly marks a special  moment.  Er ic is  t ru ly a hero!  His passion,  dedicat ion,  and
unwaver ing support  inspire everyone around him, proving that  t rue beauty l ies in authent ic i ty
and inclusion.  As he takes to the stage each year,  he not only showcases fashion but a lso
fosters understanding and acceptance, l ight ing a path for  others to fo l low. In th is celebrat ion
of d iversi ty,  Er ic reminds us al l  that  we are stronger together,  and every step taken on that
runway paves the way for  a br ighter,  more inclusive future for  a l l .
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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK AND SCHOOL
LIBRARY MONTH

APRIL MONTHLY AWARENESS

Each Apr i l ,  we celebrate two powerful
reminders of  how knowledge shapes our
l ives:  Nat ional  L ibrary Week and School
Library Month.  Whi le they may not a lways
make headl ines,  l ibrar ies cont inue to be
some of  the most important  and accessible
resources in our communit ies.

Think about the f i rst  t ime a young person
walks into a l ibrary.  I t  may seem l ike just  a
room f i l led wi th books,  but  i t  is  so much
more. I t  is  a place where cur iosi ty is
welcomed, where quest ions are
encouraged, and where imaginat ion is f ree
to grow. Dur ing School  L ibrary Month,  we
especial ly  recognize the role school
l ibrar ies play in shaping students’
academic success,  cr i t ical  th inking,  and
creat iv i ty.  They are safe spaces where
students can explore ideas, d iscover new
interests,  and bui ld conf idence in their
learning.

Nat ional  L ibrary Week extends that
celebrat ion to the broader community.
Publ ic l ibrar ies are hubs of  opportuni ty,
offer ing not only books but a lso technology
access,  tutor ing programs, career
resources,  and community events.  In an
increasingly dig i ta l  wor ld,  l ibrar ies cont inue
to br idge gaps, ensur ing that  everyone,
regardless of  background, has access to
informat ion and tools for  success.

For young people,  l ibrar ies can also be a
f i rst  l ine of  defense in learning how to
navigate informat ion safely and
responsibly.  From researching school
projects to understanding how to ident i fy
rel iable sources,  l ibrar ies help bui ld
ski l ls  that  protect  against  mis informat ion
and empower informed decis ion-making.

Over the month of  Apr i l ,  let ’s  take a
moment to v is i t  our local  or  school
l ibrary.  Encourage our youth to check out
a book, at tend a program, or s imply
explore.  Here at  CPSTS, we bel ieve that
every book opened is a door unlocked
and every l ibrary v is i t  is  a step toward a
br ighter,  more informed future.

TURNING PAGES, OPENING DOORS: CELEBRATING LIBRARIES THIS APRIL
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FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH,
APRIL MONTHLY AWARENESS

Apri l  is  recognized as Financial  L i teracy Month,  a t ime to focus on the knowledge and
habi ts that  can shape not just  our f inancial  future but the future of  generat ions to
come.

Financial  l i teracy is more than budget ing or saving;  i t  is  about understanding how
money works and using i t  wisely to create stabi l i ty  and opportuni ty.  Generat ional  weal th
begins wi th s imple,  consistent  steps:  spending wi th intent ion,  saving regular ly,  avoiding
unnecessary debt,  and invest ing for  the long term. These pract ices,  when passed down
and modeled for  younger generat ions,  create a cycle of  f inancial  empowerment.

Equal ly important  is  educat ion.  Teaching youth about credi t ,  banking,  invest ing,  and
entrepreneurship equips them with the tools to make informed decis ions ear ly in l i fe.
Open conversat ions about money wi th in fami l ies and communit ies help break cycles of
f inancial  uncertainty and replace them with knowledge and conf idence. 

BUILDING GENERATIONAL WEALTH STARTS NOW

Bui ld ing weal th does not happen overnight ,  but  i t  does begin wi th awareness and
act ion.  This Financial  L i teracy Month,  let ’s  commit  to learning,  shar ing,  and growing
together.  Because when we bui ld strong f inancial  foundat ions today, we create last ing
legacies for  tomorrow. 
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CPSTS AROUND THE COMMUNITY

CPSTS proudly jo ined the community
as a featured vendor for  the Ul t imate
HBCU Exper ience, a dynamic and
inspir ing event designed to connect,
empower,  and prepare the next
generat ion of  scholars.  Hosted by
Parks & Recreat ion M-NCPPC in
Brandywine, Maryland, the day was
f i l led wi th energy,  opportuni ty,  and
purpose.

THE ULTIMATE HBCU EXPERIENCE

Youth ages 13 and up engaged in interact ive workshops, connected wi th col lege
representat ives,  enjoyed special  guest appearances, and received pr izes,  g iveaways,
and a compl imentary lunch. The event created a powerful  space for  students to
envis ion their  future and take meaningful  steps toward higher educat ion.

“At CPSTS, we bel ieve exposure creates opportuni ty.  Being part  of  events l ike the
Ult imate HBCU Exper ience al lows us to meet young people where they are,  inspire
where they are going,  and equip them with the knowledge to get  there,”  said Mr.
Wi l l iams Taylor,  one of  the Founders of  CPSTS. “ I  am honored to be here today and
share in the exper ience.”
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CPSTS AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Turner Memorial  AME Church brought the
community together in a spir i t  of  fe l lowship and
celebrat ion wi th i ts  Good Fr iday Community Day.
Fami l ies gathered to enjoy a f ree f ish f ry,  where
neighbors connected over great food, laughter,
and shared moments of  uni ty.  The event a lso
featured a l ively Easter egg hunt,  br inging joy and
exci tement to chi ldren as they searched for  t reats
and surpr ises.

“Community is  at  the heart  of  everything we do.
This f ish f ry is  more than a meal ,  i t  is  an
opportuni ty to nour ish relat ionships,  celebrate
togetherness,  and remind everyone that  they are
seen, valued, and loved,”  said Mrs.  Tonya Sweat,
Deputy Execut ive Director for  CPSTS.

Mrs.  Sweat cont inues by shar ing,“ I t  is  amazing
and heartwarming to be here and wi tness al l  the
behind-the-scenes preparat ion.  Especial ly  dur ing
these t imes, i t  is  very encouraging to see that  the
people in our community cont inue to have a heart
to serve.”

The day served as a reminder of  the church’s
ongoing commitment to upl i f t ing the community,
not  just  spir i tual ly,  but  through meaningful
outreach that  br ings people together in love and
support .

TURNER MEMORIAL AME CHURCH GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNITY DAY





Identity Theft:  Don’t  Be Fooled!
Ident i ty thef t  is  less about “hackers in hoodies” and more about everyday s l ips,  lost  mai l ,  weak
passwords,  or  a convincing phone cal l .  The good news: a few consistent  habi ts go a long way.
Protect your personal information:

Don’t  share your Social  Secur i ty number,  banking info,  or  passwords unless you in i t iated the
contact  and trust  the source.
Shred documents wi th personal  data before tossing them.
Be caut ious on social  media,  detai ls  l ike your bi r thday, school ,  or  pet ’s name can be used to
guess secur i ty quest ions.

Strengthen your accounts:
Use strong, unique passwords for  each account (a password manager helps).
Turn on two-factor authent icat ion (2FA) wherever possible.
Avoid using publ ic Wi-Fi  for  banking or shopping unless you’re using a secure connect ion
( l ike a VPN).

Watch out for scams:
Be skept ical  of  urgent cal ls ,  texts,  or  emai ls c la iming to be f rom banks, government
agencies,  or  even fami ly members.
Don’ t  c l ick unknown l inks or download unexpected at tachments.
Remember:  legi t imate organizat ions won’ t  pressure you for  sensi t ive info on the spot.

Monitor your f inances:
Check bank and credi t  card statements regular ly for  unfami l iar  charges.
Review your credi t  report  for  f ree at  AnnualCredi tReport .com.
Consider set t ing up account a ler ts for  t ransact ions.
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ON THE WATCH WITH CPSTS
PUBLIC SAFETY TIPS

Add extra protection:
Place a f raud aler t  or  credi t  f reeze wi th the major credi t  bureaus: Equi fax,  Exper ian,  and
TransUnion.
Secure your mai lbox,  consider a locked box,  or  prompt mai l  p ickup.

Protect your devices:
Keep your phone and computer updated wi th the latest  secur i ty patches.
Instal l  apps only f rom trusted sources and review permissions.

Bottom l ine: Stay aler t ,  ver i fy before you trust ,  and monitor  regular ly.  Ident i ty thef t  of ten
succeeds because i t  catches people off  guard.  Your awareness is your f i rst  l ine of  defense.
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CPSTS MONTHLY IMPACT REPORT
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 From the President’s Desk

Aut ism and mental  heal th are very personal  topics for  me. I  am proud to share that  I  have two
great granddaughters and one granddaughter who navigates l i fe wi th ADHD and high-funct ioning
aut ism. My journey began as an advocate on behal f  of  my fami ly,  which led me to become the
PTA President of  my granddaughter 's school  for  ten years.  I  a lso served on the Maryland State
PTSA as an advocate,  str iv ing to empower parents and students by helping them understand
their  r ights and the intr icacies of  IEPs and our publ ic-school  system. This advocacy igni ted my
passion for  making a di fference, leading me to a fu l f i l l ing career wi th in Pr ince George's County
Publ ic Schools (PGCPS) as a Parent Engagement Assistant .  Addi t ional ly,  my eight  years as an
elected PGCPS School  Board Member have al lowed me to ensure that  parents have a strong
voice in our educat ional  landscape.

As we focus on Aut ism Awareness th is month,  CPSTS is commit ted to enhancing our approach to
Aut ism awareness and tra in ing wi th in the community.  We bel ieve that  foster ing understanding
and empathy wi l l  create a safer and more inclusive environment for  a l l  s tudents.  Together,  we
can raise awareness, provide essent ia l  resources,  and promote acceptance. Thank you for  your
cont inued support  as we work col lect ively toward a br ighter future.

As we come to the end of  Apr i l ,  a month
that holds both personal  meaning and
nat ional  s igni f icance, I  am reminded of  the
power of  awareness, compassion,  and
community.  Through our work wi th the
Coal i t ion for  Publ ic Safety Training in
School ,  Inc (CPSTS),  we cont inue to stand
at the intersect ion of  educat ion,  safety,
and service.

In recogni t ion of  Apr i l  as Aut ism Awareness
Month,  I  want to take a moment to honor
the outstanding work of  Er ic Blessed
Carpenter-Grantham and the effor ts
surrounding Er ic 's ID Law. This important
legis lat ion has made a s igni f icant impact
on our community,  ensur ing that
indiv iduals wi th Aut ism and other invis ib le
disabi l i t ies receive the support  and respect
they deserve.
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