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NEWSLETTER

NextGen Public Safety Youth Expo: A Day of
Learning, Leadership & Community

The Coalition for Public Safety Training in School, Inc.
(CPSTS) proudly sponsored a successful and impactful
NextGen Public Safety Youth Expo, bringing together
youth, families, community partners, and public safety
professionals for an unforgettable day of education,
engagement, and empowerment.

The event featured two exciting components that kept
attendees informed and entertained throughout the day.
The seminar portion provided youth with valuable insight
into careers in public safety, leadership development,
mentorship opportunities, and personal growth.
Participants had the opportunity to hear directly from 

professionals serving in law enforcement, fire and EMS,
park police, and other public safety sectors, allowing them
to ask questions, gain knowledge, and envision future
career pathways.

The exhibition portion brought energy and excitement as
attendees explored interactive displays, emergency
vehicles, demonstrations, and hands-on experiences from
various public safety agencies. From meeting K-9 units
and first responders to viewing specialized equipment and
learning safety techniques, the expo created a fun and
educational atmosphere for youth of all ages.
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“PATHWAYS TO SERVICE”

SETTING THE PATHWAY FOR
FUTURE HEROES OF TOMORROW
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Also, as part  of  the fest iv i t ies,  at tendees
enjoyed a fantast ic array of  food provided by
our incredible caterers and vendors.  Zig 's
Ki tchen served up the most incredible,
f lavorful ,  and tasty f r ied f ish,  hot  dogs,
hamburgers,  and cr ispy French fr ies.  whi le
Flames and Cones del ighted the crowd with
del ic ious pizza and refreshing snow cones
throughout the day.DJ Oz brought the joyful
sounds of  fantast ic musical  select ions.  Their
contr ibut ions played a s igni f icant ro le in
creat ing a fun and welcoming atmosphere for
al l  our youth,  fami l ies,  and guests to enjoy!

In addi t ion to engaging act iv i t ies for  the
youth,  parents and adul ts were also able to
enjoy sessions focused on mental  wel lness
and community support .  These conversat ions
provided encouragement,  resources,  and
meaningful  d iscussions centered around
emotional  wel l -being,  heal thy coping
strategies,  and strengthening fami l ies and
communit ies.
.
Overal l ,  the NextGen Publ ic Safety Youth
Expo was a t remendous success f i l led wi th
learning,  inspirat ion,  connect ion,  and
community col laborat ion.  Events l ike these
cont inue to strengthen relat ionships between
publ ic safety agencies and the communit ies
they serve whi le mot ivat ing the next
generat ion of  leaders.

CPSTS would l ike to extend a s incere thank
you to the Off ice of  the Sher i ff ,  Park Pol ice,
Fire and EMS Department,  and the Pol ice
Department for  their  part ic ipat ion,
partnership,  and cont inued support  in helping
make this event a wonderful  success.  Their
dedicat ion and commitment to our youth and
community are t ru ly appreciated.
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HONORING OUR EDUCATORS DURING TEACHER
APPRECIATION WEEK & NATIONAL TEACHER’S DAY

MAY MONTHLY AWARENESS

The month of  May gives us a special
opportuni ty to recognize the dedicat ion,
compassion,  and commitment of  educators
everywhere dur ing Teacher Appreciat ion
Week and Nat ional  Teacher ’s Day. On
behal f  of  the Coal i t ion for  Publ ic Safety
Training in Schools,  Inc.  (CPSTS),  we
proudly celebrate the teachers,  mentors,
school  staff ,  and educat ional  leaders who
cont inue to shape the minds and futures of
our youth each and every day.

Teachers do far  more than educate;  they
inspire conf idence, encourage growth,
provide guidance, and create safe learning
environments where students can thr ive.
Their  inf luence extends beyond the
classroom wal ls,  helping to bui ld stronger
communit ies and prepar ing the next
generat ion for  success in l i fe and
leadership.

At CPSTS, we especial ly  recognize the
educators who support  publ ic safety
awareness, youth development,  mental
wel lness,  and posi t ive community
engagement wi th in our schools.  Your
passion and commitment help br idge the
gap between educat ion and community
partnership,  creat ing meaningful
opportuni t ies for  students to learn,  grow,
and lead.

As we celebrate Teacher Appreciat ion
Week and Nat ional  Teacher ’s Day th is
May, we extend our heart fe l t  grat i tude to
al l  teachers for  the count less sacr i f ices,
long hours,  and unwaver ing dedicat ion
you give to your students and
communit ies.

Thank you for  being mentors,  ro le
models,  and everyday heroes.

HAPPY TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK & NATIONAL TEACHER’S DAY FROM CPSTS!
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MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH
MAY MONTHLY AWARENESS

Each May, our nat ion observes Mi l i tary Appreciat ion Month as a t ime to honor and
recognize the brave men and women who have served and cont inue to serve in the
United States Armed Forces.  Establ ished in 1999, Mi l i tary Appreciat ion Month includes
several  important  observances such as Loyal ty Day, Mi l i tary Spouse Appreciat ion Day,
Armed Forces Day, and Memorial  Day. This month serves as a reminder of  the
sacr i f ices made by mi l i tary members and their  fami l ies to protect  our f reedoms and
uphold the values of  our country.

Mi l i tary Appreciat ion Month is s igni f icant because i t  a l lows communit ies,  organizat ions,
schools,  and fami l ies to ref lect  on the courage, dedicat ion,  and commitment
demonstrated by our service members.  From act ive-duty personnel  to veterans and
fal len heroes, these indiv iduals have answered the cal l  to serve wi th honor and
sel f lessness.  Their  effor ts help ensure the safety,  secur i ty,  and freedom that we enjoy
every day.
.
This observance also highl ights the importance of  support ing mi l i tary fami l ies,  who of ten
endure long separat ions,  re locat ions,  and chal lenges whi le standing beside their  loved
ones in service.  Recogniz ing their  strength and resi l ience is equal ly important  as we
celebrate those who wear the uni form.

The Coal i t ion for  Publ ic Safety Training in School ,  Inc.  (CPSTS) would l ike to recognize
and thank the men and women who have served and cont inue to serve our country.
Your sacr i f ice,  dedicat ion,  and commitment to protect ing our nat ion are deeply
appreciated and wi l l  never be forgotten.
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CPSTS AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Students,  fami l ies,  educators,  and
community partners recent ly came
together to celebrate PGCPS’ annual
Col lege and Career Decis ion Day, a
meaningful  event honor ing seniors as
they prepare for  the next  chapter of
their  l ives.  The event recognized
students who have commit ted to
col leges, universi t ies,  t rade schools,
mi l i tary service,  apprent iceships,  and
workforce opportuni t ies.

CELEBRATING FUTURES: COLLEGE
AND CAREER DECISION DAY

Held at  Baysox Stadium, the celebrat ion also featured a col lege and career fa i r  where
organizat ions and vendors connected direct ly wi th students to share valuable
informat ion about scholarships,  t ra in ing programs, career pathways, and employment
opportuni t ies.  The event h ighl ighted the importance of  support ing and encouraging
young people as they pursue their  goals and dreams for  the future.

PGCPS extends s incere appreciat ion to al l  community partners,  vendors,  educators,
and supporters who helped make th is special  day a success and inspired students to
take conf ident steps toward their  future careers and educat ional  journeys.
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CPSTS AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Hil ls ide Work-Scholarship Connect ion proudly served
as the sponsor and host  of  the 18th Annual  Senior
Celebrat ion honor ing the graduat ing Class of  2026.
Held at  First  Bapt ist  Church of  Highland Park,  the
special  evening brought together students,  fami l ies,
educators,  and community supporters to recognize the
hard work,  dedicat ion,  and accompl ishments of  Pr ince
George’s County seniors.

The celebrat ion was f i l led wi th joy,  encouragement,  and
inspirat ion as graduates were honored for  reaching th is
important  mi lestone in their  educat ional  journey. 

Hi l ls ide remains commit ted to support ing youth through
educat ion,  mentorship,  and career readiness
opportuni t ies,  and was honored to celebrate the br ight
future ahead for  the Class of  2026.

CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF 2026



Fol lowing his dist inguished tenure in D.C.,  Tom contr ibuted 19 years to Pr ince George’s County
Government as Deputy Chief  L iquor Inspector.  He supervised 29 inspectors and ensured
compl iance for  over 600 establ ishments whi le creat ing community outreach and tra in ing
programs to strengthen partnerships among businesses, residents,  and county agencies.

Tom holds an Associate Degree in Business Administrat ion f rom George Washington Universi ty
and has extensive t ra in ing in management,  supervis ion,  and career development.  His
professional  accompl ishments are complemented by his commitment to youth mentor ing and
community development.  He has provided free basebal l  instruct ion to over 2,000 youths and
served as a footbal l  coach for  the Cl inton Boys and Gir ls Club, earning a proclamat ion f rom
Prince George’s County for  h is except ional  service.

As a Li fe Member of  the American Legion Post 256 in Cl inton,  Maryland, and the Fraternal  Order
of  Pol ice,  D.C. Lodge No. 1,  Tom has also served as President of  the Home Plate Club of
Washington, where he received the Jake Mi lwi t  Award.

Through his work wi th CPSTS, Tom remains passionate about exposing students to careers in
publ ic safety and demonstrat ing the impact of  commitment and service for  future generat ions.
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SPOTLIGHT ON CPSTS BOARD MEMBERS
Meet  T homas “ Tom” Martin

For over f ive decades, Thomas “Tom” Mart in has dedicated
his l i fe to serving others through mi l i tary service,
government leadership,  and community engagement.  As
Vice President and one of  the Founding Members of  the
Coal i t ion for  Publ ic Safety Training in Schools,  Inc.
(CPSTS),  he shares his extensive knowledge to educate and
inspire the youth throughout Pr ince George’s County and
beyond.

Tom's commitment to publ ic service began wi th his
honorable service in the Uni ted States Army, where he
developed the discip l ine,  integr i ty,  and leadership that  la id
the groundwork for  a remarkable 50-year career.  He spent
33 years in the Washington, D.C. Government,  ascending
through var ious leadership posi t ions,  including Account ing
Off icer,  Management Analyst ,  and Chief  of  Customer
Services.  In these roles,  Tom managed complex operat ions,
supervised hundreds of  employees, and implemented
systems enhancing eff ic iency and publ ic service.



Summer Fire Safety Preparedness

As we enter the summer season, the Coal i t ion for  Publ ic Safety Training in School ,  Inc.  (CPSTS)
encourages fami l ies and community members to stay aler t  and prepared when i t  comes to f i re safety.
Warmer weather of ten br ings outdoor gr i l l ing,  cookouts,  f i re pi ts,  and increased outdoor act iv i t ies,  making
i t  important  to pract ice safe habi ts to prevent f i res and accidents.

One of  the most important  summer f i re safety t ips is to never leave gr i l ls  unattended whi le cooking.  Gr i l ls
should always be placed a safe distance away from homes, decks,  t rees,  and any f lammable mater ia ls.
Before using a gr i l l ,  check propane tanks and connect ions for  leaks,  and keep a f i re ext inguisher nearby
in case of  an emergency.

Fami l ies are also encouraged to test  smoke alarms regular ly and replace batter ies when needed. Smoke
alarms save l ives and should be instal led in every home, especial ly  near bedrooms and common areas.
Creat ing and reviewing a fami ly emergency escape plan is another important  way to ensure everyone
knows what to do in the event of  a f i re.

Dur ing the summer months,  chi ldren should also be reminded not to play wi th matches, l ighters,  or
f i reworks.  Fireworks can be extremely dangerous and should only be handled by t ra ined professionals
dur ing approved publ ic d isplays.

CPSTS also encourages residents to remain mindful  of  outdoor f i re hazards by proper ly ext inguishing f i re
pi ts,  campf i res,  and cigaret tes.  Even smal l  sparks can quickly spread dur ing hot and dry condi t ions. 

Safety Tips for Summer Fire Prevention:
•  Never leave gri l ls or open f lames unattended
• Keep gri l ls away from homes and f lammable objects
• Test smoke alarms monthly
• Keep f ire extinguishers easily accessible
• Teach children basic f ire safety rules
• Properly extinguish campfires and f ire pits
• Avoid i l legal or unsafe f ireworks

This summer let ’s work together to keep our homes, famil ies,  and communities safe by practicing
smart f ire safety habits and staying prepared.
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ON THE WATCH WITH CPSTS
PUBLIC SAFETY TIPS
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CPSTS MONTHLY IMPACT REPORT
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 From the President’s Desk

commitment to publ ic safety.  My daughters have proudly served as paramedics and EMS special is ts,  whi le
my son- in- law is a ret i red f i ref ighter f rom the DC Fire and EMS Department.  Their  passion for  service has
inspired me and reinforced the importance of  foster ing the next  generat ion of  publ ic safety professionals.

One of  my proudest accompl ishments as a former board member has been advocat ing for  the cont inuat ion
of the Pr ince George's County Publ ic School  Fire Science Cadet Program. Thanks to these effor ts,  the
program is st i l l  thr iv ing in three of  our h igh schools,  providing students wi th the opportuni ty to explore
careers in f i re and emergency services.  This in i t iat ive is v i ta l  in ensur ing that  young people understand
the importance of  publ ic safety and have the support  and resources they need to pursue their  dreams.

The NextGen Publ ic Safety Youth Expo is a product of  our commitment to mentor ing and empowering
youth.  We are dedicated to providing a plat form where young indiv iduals can connect wi th professionals in
publ ic safety,  learn about var ious career paths,  and gain f i rsthand insights into the rewarding exper iences
that awai t  them. Host ing th is event ref lects not  just  our mission at  CPSTS but a lso my personal
investment in nurtur ing the next  generat ion of  leaders in publ ic safety.

The importance of  th is event cannot be understated.  I t  is  an opportuni ty for  us to showcase the myr iad
career opt ions avai lable in publ ic safety,  f rom f i ref ight ing and emergency medical  services to
administrat ive roles and beyond. We bel ieve that  by engaging students and inspir ing them ear ly on,  we
can igni te their  passion for  service and encourage them to pursue their  aspirat ions in th is v i ta l  f ie ld.

I  would l ike to extend my heart fe l t  grat i tude to everyone who has contr ibuted to making th is event a
real i ty.  I t  is  through our col lect ive effor ts that  we can create meaningful  change and inspire our youth to
become the heroes of  tomorrow. 

As the President of  CPSTS, I  am thr i l led to
share my thoughts for  th is edi t ion of  the
newslet ter.  I t  is  wi th great exci tement that  we
announce that  we are sponsor ing and host ing
NextGen Publ ic Safety Youth Expo. A
groundbreaking event designed to inspire and
engage our youth in publ ic safety careers.  This
in i t iat ive al igns perfect ly wi th my deep-rooted
passion for  publ ic service,  shaped by my
extensive involvement in the Fire and EMS
sectors.

My journey in publ ic safety began wi th my t ime
as a volunteer wi th the Chapel  Oaks PGC
Volunteer Fire/EMS Department and the
Landover Hi l ls  Volunteer Fire/EMS Department.
Through these exper iences, I  have come to
appreciate the dedicat ion and commitment that
come with serving our communit ies.
Addi t ional ly,  my fami ly has played a s igni f icant
role in shaping my
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